the invasion of albania, april 13, 1939
it was the finest in the world. Yet we have seen both in the case of
the subjugation of Bohemia and in the case of the invasion of
Albania that Ministers of the Crown had apparently no inkling
or at any rate no conviction of what was coming. I cannot believe
that this is the fault of the British Secret Service. Several days
before the stroke at Bohemia was made, Nazi intentions were
known in many countries throughout Europe. The whole time-
table was laid down, the whole programme was known beforehand.
Similarly in the case of Albania, the Italian concentration and
preparations were reported repeatedly in the Press. We sneer
at the Press, but they give an extremely true picture of a great
deal that is going on, a very much fuller and detailed picture than
we are able to receive from Ministers of the Crown. At any rate,
it was quite well known that gathering of troops and ships, was
taking place in the eastern ports of Italy. There was much talk
that Albania was the quarry, although I quite agree that you
could not tell in what form the assertion of Italian authority over
Albania would be exerted, or to what extent the late King of
Albania and the Albanian people would make themselves accom-
modating parties to what took place.
How was it that on the eve of the Bohemian outrage Ministers
were indulging in what was called " sunshine talk," and predicting
the dawn of a golden age ? How was it that last week's holiday
routine was observed at a time when, quite clearly, something of a
very exceptional character, the consequences of which could not
be measured, was imminent ? I do not know. I know very
well the patriotism and sincere desire to act in a manner of perfect
rectitude which animates Ministers of the Crown, but I wonder
whether there is not some hand which intervenes and filters down
or withholds intelligence from Ministers. Certainly it was so in
the case of the German air preparations four years ago. The
facts were not allowed to reach high Ministers of the Crown
until they had been so modified that they did not present an
alarming impression. It seems to me that Ministers run the most
tremendous risk if they allow the information collected by the
Intelligence Department, and sent to them. I am sure in good time,
to be sifted and coloured and reduced in consequence and importance,
and if they ever get themselves into a mood of attaching importance
only to those pieces of information which accord with their earnest
and honourable desire that the peace of the world shall r^inain
unbroken.
The great majority of the House, I believe, supports the Govern-
ment in the policy which they are now adopting in building up a
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